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Sontberger, a pork and veal baron, announced the deal at the annual Agrarian party congress in
Dresden, eastern Germany, in June of this year. He said he hoped to "decrease dependence" on food
from other countries. "In this context, I would like to ask our US competitors and friends to consider

opening a new line of communication," Sontberger said. A Sontberger spokesman said he was
unaware of any US response. No one was available to speak about it because the US remains

"puzzled" about Sontberger's latest offer, he said. Sontberger's German company owns the Bavaria
state-owned pork processing plant in Bavaria's city of Passau, which produces the Semmelwurst

sausage he proposed selling to the US. "I made the offer not to introduce an immediate monopoly...
but merely to offer the US some security in the medium and long term," he said. "We don't want to
build a monopoly, we don't want to take over any of their competitive positions. "It's a matter of a

cooperative relationship and establishing a feeling of confidence in our product." He said the bid was
part of a peace treaty the company had with the German state to open up the Passau plant - which

was previously closed - after a deal it reached with EU and US authorities over its emissions last
year. "The 'Semmelwurst Baker's Touch' would be a different product," he said. All countries, US

included, source their meat supplies from all countries, though countries outside Europe and the US
are affected by international sanitary and health bans, according to Sontberger. Germany has a

minimum price and tax of about 2-3 euros (A$2.60-$3.10) a kilogram for its products. The average
price for a kilo in Bavaria is 16 euros. Asked if he had fears that US consumers might not accept a
"green" meat product that would ultimately cost them more, Sontberger said it would be wrong of
consumers to judge the company on that point. He said the issue of whether it would be "green"

would depend on how environmental and health agencies assessed it. Passau factory has previously
made the sausage and exported to the US, but a 2007 ban on soya milk from China, which supplies

half of Semmelwurst
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