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army soldiers walk in the northern part of the city of Falluja, Wednesday, June 28.
Copyright 2012 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be

published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed. BAGHDAD — The steady trickle of
American troops withdrawing from Iraq is reaching the region, and tens of

thousands of refugees are on the move as their war-torn country begins to rebuild.
U.S. Marines from the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Division hold a flyover ceremony

during the handover of security for the Palapa Camp in northern Baghdad on
Wednesday. Carolyn Cole / AP Here are some of the images from the last American

forces to leave Iraq's capital city on Wednesday, where many people took to the
streets to watch as tanks rolled out of Camp Victory: Afghan refugees from Camp

Ashraf in Iraq, an internally displaced persons' camp north of Baghdad, walk past a
U.S. Marine during the handover of security for Ashraf on Wednesday. AP Soldiers

from the 2nd Battalion of the 3rd Marine Regiment, a part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom IV, board a U.S. Army Blackhawk helicopter for the takeoff from Camp

Victory, south of Baghdad, on Wednesday. AP A Marine looks out the window of a
Humvee vehicle during a handover ceremony between Iraqi security forces and

members of the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Marine Division in the Iraqi capital on
Wednesday. Carolyn Cole / AP This photo shows how huge parts of Baghdad came
to be barricaded, Wednesday, July 4. Carolyn Cole / AP The city has been locked

down by sectarian violence for more than three years, and security has improved
since the surge in 2008. Here, Iraqi Shiite Muslim soldiers from the 3rd Assault

Battalion stand atop of Iraqi Army Humvee during the handover of security for the
multi-ethnic neighborhood of al-Karama. Carolyn Cole /
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