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hearing, the court's discretion to
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inappropriate if, on the basis of the

pleadings, it appears that a
substantial question of law or fact
exists that is not frivolous and that
if the complaint is dismissed, the
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DISCUSSION {#omx059s10} ========== In this study of

children with newly diagnosed cancer, global cognitive
impairment assessed using DAWBA was observed in 7% of
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children who received chemotherapy. Cognitive impairments
persisted for 1 year after treatment completion, and children

receiving chemotherapy were at least twice as likely to have a
mild cognitive impairment than those who did not receive

chemotherapy. We found no evidence that chemotherapy was
associated with increased risk of learning difficulties (i.e. non-
verbal learning disabilities). This is the first study to report on

the association between chemotherapy and cognitive
impairments in children with cancer. In this study, children

with high cognitive impairment scores at diagnosis were not
more likely to develop cognitive impairment during treatment
than children with low cognitive impairment scores. However,
the small number of children with cognitive impairment with
chemotherapy exposure (16.7%) means that no conclusions
can be made about whether chemotherapy was associated

with increased risk of cognitive impairment. However, children
with a high cognitive impairment score at diagnosis were more

likely to develop cognitive impairment during the year
following treatment completion than children with a low
cognitive impairment score. This association remained

significant, after controlling for other factors that may impact
on cognitive impairment, including young age, treatment dose

and/or duration and performance status at diagnosis. The
cognitive impairments seen in this study are similar to those
seen in the general paediatric population \[[@omx059C20]\].
The rates of learning disabilities among children with cancer
are also similar to the general population \[[@omx059C21]\].
The children in this study were not recruited at an early stage

of their treatment, which may limit their ability to use cognitive
functioning as a marker of future outcomes
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