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mobility of mandibular implants: a

radiographic investigation. Proximal
migration of mandibular implants is a
relatively common complication, and
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perimplant bone loss, change of the
position of the implant in relation to the

crest of the mandible, or horizontal
displacement of the implant. No single

parameter can be used to identify
reliably the cause of proximal migration.
The use of a quantitative method, which
is based on the relation between bone
loss and horizontal implant migration,

overcomes this problem. The aim of the
present study was to assess the degree
and pattern of proximal implant mobility
in patients in the South-East Region of

the United Kingdom. A total of 48
patients had both radiographs of the
mandible and implants for implant

treatment of the same jaw. The standard
panoramic radiograph was taken for
each implant, and a profile view was

taken for the control, the implant
position being recorded. Radiographs
were taken at a mean of 14.4 months

after placing the implant. Measurements
were made digitally in the postero-
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anterior and lateral views. The bone loss
between implants was calculated and
the relation between bone loss and

horizontal implant migration for
individual implants evaluated. Half of the
implants were found to be mobile. A high
proportion of implants were mobile in the

molar region, although a proportion of
the implant did not lose any bone on the
mesial aspect. There is a clear demand
for quality control programs to identify

and prevent the development of
proximal implant migration, as this is
common and is expensive in a patient

population who cannot be easily
identified as being at risk. on the 29

patients that had worsened
radiologically, but it was not statistically
significant. Therefore, this study could

not demonstrate any advantage to
pharmacological prophylaxis. However,
we think that peri-implantitis might be

more frequent d0c515b9f4
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