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E.g. the below command will delete all files and folder below “temp”: #rm -rf /tmp/*
The -rf (recursive) flag means that all files and folders in the listed directories

recursively. When deleting a folder, the folder itself is not deleted, but the content is.
-rf: Recursive flag, delete all files and folders under the given directory. The below

command will list files under /tmp/ in your “temp” folder, then delete them. The -l flag
tells the rm command that the file is a file-listing file, which allows the command to
list only the files you want to delete. #ls -l /tmp/temp To delete the file “test.txt”:

#rm -f test.txt The above command tells the system to delete the file “test.txt”, and
if the file is not a plain file (i.e., is a directory or a symbolic link or a socket or

something else), then the system will ask you whether you really want to delete the
file. For more information, go to “man rm” in the shell. #rm -f /tmp/temp/test.txt To

ignore the prompt message, we add the -i flag. -i: Sighs you out of the normal
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prompt, thereby preventing all prompts for the deletion. To delete a group of files and
folders in your “temp” folder, use the -r flag. -r: Recursive flag, delete all files and
folders under the given directory. e.g. The below command will delete all files and

folders below “temp” folder: #rm -rf /tmp/* To delete the file “test.txt” in the above
“temp” folder: #rm -f test.txt The above command tells the system to delete the file
“test.txt”, and if the file is not a plain file (i.e., is a directory or a symbolic link or a
socket or something else), then the system will ask you whether you really want to

delete the file. For more information, go to “man rm” in the shell. #rm -f
/tmp/temp/test.txt To ignore the prompt message, we add the -i flag.
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