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L.Ed.2d 722 (1986); McNair v. Lorton, 723 F.2d 649, 652 (4th Cir. 1983); Bayron v. Trudeau, 702 F.2d 43, 47 (2d Cir.1983). On the other hand, the Court is aware that some courts have found that the

constitutional right to procedural due process extends to debtors seeking Chapter 13 relief. In re Scoville, 755 F.2d at 525 (Southerland, D.J.); In re Lloyd, 738 F.2d at 3. Although the Seventh Circuit has not
directly ruled on this issue, this Court is persuaded by the reasoning of the Fourth Circuit in McNair v. Lorton, 723 F.2d at 651, that due process is implicated by the alleged exaction of a filing fee from a debtor

without providing a pre-filing hearing to evaluate whether the debtor is entitled to bankruptcy relief. Such a filing fee is akin to a tax. The Supreme Court has held that "`taxes' are not the constitutional property
without which the government could not even lawfully exist." Flagg Brothers, Inc. v. Brooks, 436 U.S. 149, 159, 98 S.Ct. 1729, 1735, 56 L.Ed.2d 185 (1978). In the same way, filing fees are more than mere taxes,

they are essential for the preservation of governmental services, including law enforcement, under the Bankruptcy Code. In re Lloyd, 738 F.2d at 3-4; In re Scoville, 755 F.2d at 524-25. Thus, debtors who are
capable of conducting a Chapter 7 case should not be required to pay a filing fee before they can file their petition. Accordingly, the debtor in the instant case should not have been required to pay a filing fee in
order to commence her Chapter 13 case. In reaching this conclusion, the Court rejects the contention of the creditor that the filing fee provision of Chapter 13 is a tax exemption available to the debtor under 11

U.S.C. § 507(a)(8). Section 50
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