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dollsRelated When I told Jennifer Lopez I was going to Hawaii, her first question was, “Is there a lot of
sun?” “There is not,” I answered, “it’s pretty cloudy.” “Oh,” she said. “I thought it was like Hawaii in

‘The Love Boat.’” I assure you there is a lot of sun in Hawaii, more than six-and-a-half hours of it
every day. But there is more to it than that. There are ancient volcanoes and clusters of islands
called isles where daily life is built around taro and tropical fruit. There are beaches and surfing,

Oahu being my favorite, and The Blue Note Café on Oahu. I have spent a lot of time in Hawaii, and
after a while you develop a sense of island permanence. It’s hard to pinpoint exactly what that

means. Perhaps it is a hopeful sense, a belief that you can return home when you leave, but it can
also mean a complete opposite, a sense that you belong no matter where you go or what happens.
In the past three months, I have returned to Hawaii twice, once for a family reunion, and then for a
friend’s funeral. Both times were incredibly moving, and the periods of mourning and dealing with

loss were (and are) the most difficult. But those two brief periods of time have given
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