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rmÂ .Prince Phillip to Pull the Trademarks On Royal Brand Spoofs

We're all used to celebrities being spoofed online. From "The
Riddler" to "Krusty the Clown," there's no shortage of characters in

pop culture for people to make fun of. As a recent study noted,
nearly 40% of us say we've been a part of a face-swap hoax. But at
least one famous Prince has decided it's time to put a stop to it. On

Monday, the Duke of Edinburgh announced he was pulling the
trademarks on a handful of famous characters, including James

Gandolfini's alter ego, "Tony Soprano" from "The Sopranos," from
using them on merchandise and in any entertainment. A source told

the Wall Street Journal the decision "was an attempt to stop
impersonators ripping off the image of the Duke of Edinburgh." The
Wall Street Journal also reported that the ban was not likely to lead
to more copyright issues for those who impersonated the Prince's
look. Other "irresponsible behavior" cited as reasons for the ban
includes impersonating the Prince's face on license plates. This

content is imported from Third party. You may be able to find the
same content in another format, or you may be able to find more
information, at their web site. The news comes about a year after

the Royal Family announced the British public was finally getting to
meet Prince Philip, formerly titled the Duke of Edinburgh. An online
survey from Ask.com and Pollcode found that 72% of respondents

thought it would be an interesting opportunity for the public to meet
the Prince. Some 67% said they'd be interested in meeting the

Duke. A spokesperson told the Wall Street Journal that the palace is
working with "top brands" to help implement the trademark ban.

The Journal reported that the move is the latest in an ongoing effort
to control Prince Philip's image online. Earlier this year, the Duke of

Edinburgh announced he was calling off his official duties as the
Prince Consort. As the son of King George VI and the uncle of Queen

Elizabeth II, Philip had served the role as the Prince Consort since
1936 and took the title on becoming the Duke of Edinburgh in 1952.

During their time together, the Duke and 6d1f23a050
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