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quality of cervical cytology specimens provided for colposcopy. Women with abnormal cervical
cytology are frequently referred for colposcopy after triaging with a primary cytology specimen. We
hypothesized that women with abnormal primary cytology would be referred for colposcopy with a
greater proportion of unsatisfactory specimens. A retrospective analysis of all colposcopies
performed by a single colposcopist was conducted. All biopsy-proven high-grade squamous
intraepithelial lesion or worse cases were included. Women with only a follow-up referral visit
underwent cytologic testing with a primary specimen. Among 953 women referred for colposcopy
after triaging with a primary specimen, 231 (24%) had a follow-up visit. The most common reason for
referral was referral from a primary cytology with an unsatisfactory specimen (39% of follow-up
visits). Among women with a follow-up visit, 51 (70%) and 23 (31%) had repeat testing using either a
primary or follow-up specimen, respectively. Of these women, 39 (74%) and 18 (35%) had a repeat
biopsy using a primary and follow-up specimen, respectively. Rates of repeat biopsy using a primary
specimen were similar for women with and without abnormal follow-up testing. The highest rates of
repeat biopsy were obtained among women with repeat testing (primary specimen) with or without
abnormal follow-up testing. Repeat testing following abnormal primary and follow-up testing was
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