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story begins in a run-down home in a small, Midwestern town where a woman goes missing on her birthday, and her daughter, Eva, reflects on the life she leads from the letters in her mother's desk. Like her mother, Eva works as a dry cleaner's assistant; her job includes clipping coupons and making copies for
the people who bring their own clothes to be cleaned. Above all, she and her sister, Margo, still live with their mother, who has recently been in a strange and prolonged depressive state. Eva and Margo's father, recently dead, leaves a letter in his will for them to share only the most valuable things in his

collection of nineteenth-century American toy soldiers. It is an inheritance the sisters choose not to share, but their mother, plagued by guilt, drives them to the Small Tobe Quayle Antiques & Curio Shop and leaves her only money on the counter. Within the shop, hidden behind a bust of Jefferson Davis, is a
beautiful ring he gave to Eva's mother, and in the vault, behind a painting of John Winston was a fancy, compact cashbox purchased in Amsterdam. The cashbox, while closed, is found to contain $1,000,000 in hundred-dollar bills. Eva and Margo, however, are suspicious of the shopkeeper and his wife, "Mrs.

Gus" and "Storky" Hackmaster, and wonder whether the mother's niece, Bumble Hackmaster, has become suspicious and has instructed them, their mother, to find a way to dispose of the cashbox. As Mrs. Hackmaster hangs the painting, she becomes sick, and in her final moments, she asks Eva if she likes old
paintings and reveals to her that she stole the money from a robbery. In a last act of generosity, she leaves all of the money for her family. At the funeral, Eva receives a menacing letter from a collection agency, informing her that Margo has sent an old dress to be cleaned. In the basement, Margo has secretly
packed the dress in a box marked "Kleenex" and keeps a makeshift firing squad as a ruse to ensure that if they are ever caught with the cashbox, she can blame them. As Eva opens the box, she receives another letter, ostensibly from her mother's friend, Marjorie, who reveals that Margo has lied to Eva about
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