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this may change in the future as china continues to grow and china becomes more assertive in the region. but for now, china and indonesia are making significant investments in their relationship. and the
results are already being seen in the improving security relationship and the growth of economic ties between the two countries. one of the most important examples of such a dialogue is the china-asean cyber
security cooperation dialogue (cscd). launched in 2015, this is an annual multilateral dialogue between the two countries aimed at forging cooperation and coordination in cyber security.103 the cscd has been a
prominent feature of china-asean cooperation, which has been growing exponentially since 2002. the dialogue is facilitated by the china-asean cooperation and exchange center for information and
communication technology (ccec). in 2016, china and asean agreed to hold the next dialogue in the summer of 2021.104 the cscd has been a “key venue for policy dialogue and coordination” between the two
countries and is “essential for developing the partnership at the bilateral and regional level on promoting cyber security in asean.”105 the cscd has facilitated the development of bilateral cooperation in the
fields of cyber security, including standards, international co-operation, exchange, mutual assistance, mutual learning, capacity building and technology transfer.106 the dialogue is held at the national level, and
focuses on sharing information and sharing expertise about cybersecurity.107 the dialogue has been important in promoting the exchange of information about cybersecurity. however, there has been criticism
that the dialogue has served as a platform for promoting the security of chinese technology as well as chinese laws and regulations. in an article for nourish america, shuai li details how the cscd has been used
to promote the values and policies of the chinese state in the asean region. he argues that the dialogue is not merely about cybersecurity, but has become a tool for the chinese state to promote its core
ideology, including its state-led development model.
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in an environment where indonesia is becoming increasingly concerned about the cybersecurity of
its own critical infrastructure, a security threat can become a pretext for rejecting an economic
opportunity, as we saw with alibaba and ca. the chinese technology export boom is in many ways a
chinese success story for many developing nations. it is also part of china's overall global strategy to
create a digital silk road or greater bay area.138 but this strategy is not a zero-sum game. indeed, if
developed nations are willing to accept that the benefits of chinese ict companies cannot come at
the expense of foreign companies or their own national security, chinese firms will be happy to
cooperate.14 moreover, the progress of economic cooperation and cultural exchange over the past
three decades have enabled china and indonesia to work as partners with complementary benefits
rather than rivals. this is already happening with the establishment of an ocean silk road in april
2019 and the establishment of a joint technology research center in april 2017.14 and chinese firms
have shown every indication that they understand this. china has come to accept that if it wants to
prosper economically in the broader region, it will have to open to the rest of the world. in doing so,
it is making the strategic choice not to only become a new partner with the united states or its
european allies, but also a responsible one. the authors do not claim to have exhaustively
investigated the cybersecurity situation in indonesia in depth. instead, the authors have relied on an
ongoing dialogue with senior indonesian government officials and senior industry officials with a
wide knowledge of the topic. the interviews are not meant to represent an official position of either
the government or industry. 5ec8ef588b
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