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I wonder how many of my classicist colleagues are aware of the a real genuine problem with the disciplinary structuring of all undergraduate programs in universities (and how many of these colleagues even know that what they are more comfortable with than the humanities as a whole is
supposed to constitute a humanities major is literature, or in other words, English literature)? Those of us who prefer the sort of collegiality of the humanities more or less the point of struggling to read the best of a literatures and theories that we ourselves understand and practice may not even

be aware of how little most English departments actually offer its students. But nothing does more to ruin college for students at all levels, than to offer an institutionally-centered, pomo understanding of the humanities and this seems to be the case for the majority of the American university.
On the other hand, this failure to resist the growth of English departments may play into the hands of curriculums like mine that are committed to not only the development of students in their writing, but also more importantly, as a class of students who are in their greater part, just that:

students. Any student who is interested in developing a mind outside of their country, of language to English, or who experiences the personal crisis of knowing that they must abandon something they love before they can love something new can find their path in a place like mine. In fact, I
think that this is the case for most American colleges and universities. And we owe it to them to create such a place.
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But this vision clashed sharply with the department's other endpoints, which were to maintain a better academic distance from the placement process, to be sure, but at the same time, to remain impervious to the vagaries of the on-campus placement process. Because they were not career
track faculty, and because they had no intention of being directly or formally involved in placement of students, English department members were willing to relinquish much control over teaching assignments. They had basically agreed to endure, as best they could, the messy, ill-defined, and
sometimes even arbitrary world of on-campus placement. But, they also understood that of the students whom they were privileged to teach, a very small fraction of those students were likely to qualify for WAC/WID (or, if the student wanted to, take the second course in the second semester).

Instead of one compulsory semester of English 100-A, English 100, or English 101-A, they would teach three or four: one semester of basic writing, and two or three semesters of either English 100-A or the second English 100-B. And this vision of the English department's role as a
comprehensive teaching program, open to incoming and upper-division students but dedicated almost entirely to the communication skills of basic writing and reading, collided with the traditional disciplinary-centered curriculum of the English department. Rather than have the department
become more inclusive of courses and disciplines from other departments, the English department's vision appeared to be to the contrary: rather than change the curriculum by, for instance, adding courses in art history or on writing American literature, we would continue to teach what we

teach. And although that there may be some productive and needed rigor in our courses, this rigor is, of course, academic and disciplinary rather than generic and communicative. By privileging the classic departments such as English, history, or philosophy, we effectively narrowed the vision of
what an English department is supposed to be. 5ec8ef588b
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