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results.More First Love Stephen DeFrantz, March 13, 2012 I’m not supposed to be a poet. Not
because of the platitudes of “no one should be,” but rather, the pressure of the times. Performing at
the Havelock Fair this summer has taught me that, despite my early retirement, I’m a contender.
Being featured at the fair is about being young and being confident, not professional. So I chose to
be a poet. True, I had my reasons. I chose to write about love—one of the greatest obsessions in
human history, the inspirations to so much art. Today, we may not know what to do with love, but we
still have the urge to write about it. Following my first few attempts at haiku, I decided that I didn’t
have to have a rhyme scheme and meter in order to achieve poetry. I certainly don’t have a rhyme
scheme and meter. I don’t know if I ever will have one. And so, like many others in recent years, I
take the journey by foot, in the streets of our dreams. “His father was dying,” the narrator said. “His
father lay on the hospital bed, his mother sat beside, holding him tight. He couldn’t take his eyes off
her.” I’m still learning, but I’ve learned that love is the most perplexing emotion. The search for love
is a monumental undertaking. There are dozens of ways to experience it. For some, it is a feeling
they strive to attain for the rest of their lives. But what about those who desire to be free of it? And
what of those who are too young, too old, or too weak to pursue that which they want? I’m currently
working on five haiku about love. I believe that the five best will reach my audience, whoever it is.
Still, I can’t limit their audience by assuming my work is for only those who are of my generation.
What about the young couples I see at weddings? Or the old ones who are still in love? As each year
passes, the pressure to be a poet continues to grow. There is no stable place for
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